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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see the amendment, filed 9/10/04, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 7 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) and claims 1-6 and 9-1 1 under 35 U.S.C 103(a) 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Anderson 
etaL, 6,097,431. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The indicated allowability of claim 8 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Anderson et al., 6,097,43 1. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) 
follow. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5-7, 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Anderson et al., 6,097,431. 
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In regard to claims 1, 6, and 7, Anderson at al., 6,097,43 1, discloses an electronic 
camera that generates a still image by photographing a subject (see figure 5 and column 
4, lines 45 to column 5, Unes 8), comprising: 

a frame feed reproduction device that sequentially displays a plurality of 
still images and a plurality of corresponding sets of image information (frame 
number) recorded in advance (see figures 9-12 and column 6, lines 26-53); 

a high-speed frame feed reproduction device that sequentially displays a 
plurality of sets of image information (frame numbers, shutter speed, image size, 
audio volume ) recorded in advance independently of displaying a still image (see 
figures 9-12 and column 6, Unes 26-53: It is inherent the thumbnails or reduced 
images of the full image and information has a smaller data volume than full 
images and these images are saved in the memory in order to be displayed later); 
and 

a switching device (see figure 8, elements 262, 264, and 271) that selects 
either said frame feed reproduction device or said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device to switch between said frame feed reproduction device and 
said high-speed frame feed reproduction device (see column 6, hnes 18-21). 
In regard to claim 2, Anderson et al., 6,097,43 1, discloses an electronic camera 
according to claim 1, wherein; 

said frame feed reproduction device displays a still image each time an 
individual external operation is received when external operations are received at 
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a specific operating unit over intervals exceeding a specific length of time (see 
column 6, lines 47-53); 

and said switching device switches to said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device if a continuous external operation is received or repeated 
external operations are received over intervals shorter than the specific length of 
time at said operating unit while said frame feed reproduction device is selected 
(see column 8, lines 64-66: Pressing the mode button twice switched to high 
speed frame feed with nine images display and double-clicking the down button 
advancing to the next page). 

In regard to claim 5, Anderson et al., 6,097,431, discloses an electronic camera 
(see figure 5) that generates a still image by photographing a subject and records the still 
image (see column 4, Unes 45 to column 5, lines 8), comprising: 

a frame feed reproduction device that sequentially displays a plurality of 
still images recorded in advance and frame numbers each assigned to one of said 
plurality of still images (see figures 9-12 and column 4, Unes 26-53); 

a high-speed frame feed reproduction device that sequentially displays the 
frame numbers independently of displaying a still image (see figures 9-12 and 
column 26-53); and 

a switching device (see figure 8, elements 262, 264, and 271) that selects 
either said frame feed reproduction device or said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device to switch between said frame feed reproduction device and 
said high-speed frame feed reproduction device (see column 6, hnes 18-21). 
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In regard to claim 9, Anderson et al., 6,097,431, discloses an image reproduction 
apparatus (see figure 5 and column 4, lines 45 to column 5, lines 8: It is noted that the 
limitations in the preamble have not been given an patentable weight). Because the 
apparatus of claim 1 is taught, the image reproduction apparatus corresponding to the 
apparatus is also taught. 

In regard to claim 10, Anderson et al., 6,097,431, discloses a recording medium 
having recorded thereon an image reproduction program (see figure 6, element 346, 
figure 12, and column 5, lines 13-18: It is noted that the Umitations in the preamble have 
not been given an patentable weight). Because the apparatus of claim 1 is taught, the 
program recorded on the recording medium corresponding to the function of the 
apparatus is also taught. 

In regard to claim 1 1, Anderson et al., 6,097,43 1, discloses an image reproduction 
program (see figure 6, element 346, figure 12, and column 5, lines 13-18) See above. 
The data signal is inherently taught. 

In regard to claim 12, Anderson et al., 6,097,43 1, discloses an electronic camera 
according to claim 1, wherein: 

when said switching device has performed a first switching operation to 
switch to said high-speed frame feed reproduction device from said frame feed 
reproduction device, said high-speed frame feed reproduction device displays a 
plurality of sets of image information while keeping displaying of a still image 
displayed by said frame feed reproduction device immediately before the first 
switching operation (see figure 9: before switching modes, the image (320) is 
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displayed along with the image information (frame number, shutter speed, and 
image size); and 

when said switching device perform a second switching operation to 
switch to said frame feed reproduction device from said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device, said frame feed reproduction device displays a still image 
corresponding to contents of display implemented by said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device immediately before the second switching operation (see 
figure 1 1 and column 9, lines 1-5: When switching from high speed or multi- 
frame reproduction mode (1 158) to normal reproduction mode (1 160), the user 
highlights and selects the image to be viewed). 

In regard to claim 13, Anderson et al., 6,097,431, discloses an electronic camera 
according to claim 1, wherein; 

when said switching device has performed a first switching operation to 
switch to said high-speed frame feed reproduction device from said frame feed 
reproduction device, said high-speed frame feed reproduction device stops 
displaying of a still image and displays a plurality of sets of image information 
(see figures 9 and 10: When switching modes, the image (320) displayed in the 
previous mode a removed and replaced with a plurality of images along with the 
image information (frame number, shutter speed, and image size); and 

when said switching device performs a second switching operation to 
switch to said frame feed reproduction device from said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device, said frame feed reproduction device displays a still image 
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corresponding to contents of display implemented by said high-speed frame feed 
reproduction device immediately before the second switching operation (see 
figure 1 1 and column 9, lines 1-5: When switching from high speed or multi- 
frame reproduction mode (1 158) to normal reproduction mode (1 160), the user 
highlights and selects the image to be viewed). 

In regard to claim 14, Anderson et al., 6,097,431, discloses an electronic camera 
according to claim 5, wherein: 

when said switching device has performed a switching operation to switch 
to said high-speed frame feed reproduction device from said frame feed 
reproduction device, said high-speed frame feed reproduction device displays the 
frame numbers while keeping displaying of a still image displayed by said frame 
feed reproduction device immediately before the switching operation (see figures 
9 and 10: The image and frame numbers are displayed before switching the next 
mode). 

In regard to claim 15, Anderson et al., 6,097,43 1, discloses an electronic camera 
according to claim 6, wherein: 

when said switching device has performed a switching operation to switch 
to said high-speed frame feed reproduction device from said frame feed 
reproduction device, said high-speed frame feed reproduction device displays a 
plurality of sets of photographic information while keeping displaying of a still 
image displayed by said frame feed reproduction device immediately before the 
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switching operation (see figure 9 and 10: The full display image and image 
information is displayed before switching to the next mode). 
In regard to claim 16, Anderson et al., 6,097,431, discloses an electronic camera 
according to claim 7, wherein: 

said high-speed frame feed reproduction device sequentially displays a 
plurality of reduced images recorded in advice independently of displaying a still 
image (see figure 20A: The images are display sequentially in and array of 4, 9 or 
12 images). 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson et al., US 6,097,431 in view of Hayashi, US 6,618,082, 

In regard to claim 3, Anderson et al, US 6,097,431, discloses an electronic 
camera according to claim 2. The Anderson reference does not disclose wherein: 

said switching device switches to said frame feed reproduction device when 
external operations are no longer received or external operations are received over 
intervals longer than the specific length of time at said operating unit while said high- 
speed frame feed reproduction device is selected. 



Application/Control Number: 09/502,041 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2615 

Hayashi, US 6,618,082, discloses an electronic camera wherein once the user 
releases his finger fi"om the feed button during high frame feed or continuous reproducing 
mode, the camera switches to the frame feed or normal reproducing mode (see col. 4, 
lines 31-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Anderson et al., US 6,097,43 1 in view of 
Hayashi, US 6,618,082, to have the switching device switch to said frame feed 
reproduction device when external operations are no longer received, in order to view the 
higher resolution version of the selected image. 

In regard to claim 4, Anderson et al., US 6,097,431 in view of Hayashi, US 
6,618,082, discloses an electronic camera according to claim 3, wherein: 

when said switching device performs a switching operation to switch to said 
frame feed reproduction device from said high-speed frame feed reproduction device, 
said frame feed reproduction device displays a still image corresponding to contents of 
display implemented by said high-speed frame feed reproduction device immediately 
before the switching operation (see Hayashi: column 4, hnes 31-36). 
7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S,C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson et 
al., US 6,097,431, in view of Miller et al., US 6,233,015. 

In regard to claim 8, Anderson et al., US 6,097,431, discloses an electronic 
camera according to claim 7. The Anderson reference does not disclose wherein: 
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said high-speed frame feed reproduction device displays a reduced image 
superimposed on a still image that has been displayed by said frame feed reproduction 
device before a switching operation is performed by said switching device. 

Miller et al., US 6,233,015, discloses an electronic camera wherein the high-speed 
frame feed reproduction device displays a reduced image (see figure 3, element 42) 
superimposed on a still image (see figure 3, element 28) that has been displayed by said 
frame feed reproduction device before a switching operation is performed by said 
switching device (see column 6, hnes 14-40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Anderson et al., US 6,097,431, in view of 
Miller et al, US 6,233,015 to have the high-speed frame feed reproduction device 
displays a reduced image superimposed on a still image that has been displayed by said 
frame feed reproduction device before a switching operation is performed by said 
switching device, in order to quickly select the next image to view while viewing the 
current image on the display. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this fmal action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 703-305-8623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off)- 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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